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Testimony of 

SUZANNE D. CASE 
Chairperson 

 
Before the Senate Committee on 

WATER AND LAND 
 

Friday, February 1, 2019 
1:15 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 
 

In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 924 

RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

Senate Bill 924 proposes to appropriate funds for the Fiscal Biennium 2019-2021 operating budget 
for the State Executive Branch programs of the Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(Department).  The Department supports this measure with amendments.  
 
The Department respectfully requests that this measure be amended to include the following 
program IDs base budgets with adjustments (budget requests): 
 
LNR 101 Public Lands Management 
To ensure the effective and efficient use of miscellaneous public lands not otherwise set aside to 
other agencies, in ways that fulfill the public trust obligations and promote the sustained social, 
environmental and economic well-being of Hawaii’s people. 
 
To protect and conserve Conservation District lands and beaches within the State of Hawaii for 
the benefit of present and future generations, through regulation of uses of public and private lands 
in the Conservation District. 
 

• Add 1 temporary Climate Change Coordinator position and general funds from Act 32, 
Session Laws of Hawaii 2017 ($205,000/$205,000 A). 

• Increase special fund ceiling for Land Legacy Conservation Fund for acquisition of 
resource value land ($2,364,905/$2,364,905 B). 

• Governor’s Message:  Increase special fund ceiling for Special Land and Development 
Fund for utilization of public lands for income generation ($3,000,000/S3,000,000 B). 
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LNR 111 Bureau of Conveyances 
To serve and protect the public by providing for an accurate, timely, and permanent system of 
recording, maintaining, and preserving land title recordings and related documents and maps for 
all land transfers in the State of Hawaii. 
 

• Increase special fund ceiling for Bureau of Conveyances Special Fund for digitization and 
image enhancement of recorded documents ($750,000/$750,000 B). 

• Increase special fund ceiling for Bureau of Conveyances Special Fund for restoration and 
preservation of cultural resources (FY 21:  $500,000 B). 

• Special Fund ceiling increase for fringe benefit adjustment  
($80,939/$80,939 B). 
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LNR 402 Native Resources and Fire Protection Program 
To manage and protect watersheds, native ecosystems, and cultural resources, and to provide 
outdoor recreation and sustainable forest product opportunities, while facilitating partnerships, 
community involvement and education. 
 

• Transfer-out 1 Accountant position and funds to LNR 906 ( -$95,117 / -$95,117 N ). 
• Reduce Other Operating Expenditures to fund the change in means of financing from Other 

Federal Funds to General Funds of 1 permanent position and 2 temporary positions                  
( -$161,317 / -$161,317 A). 

• Change the means of financing for 1 permanent position and 2 temporary positions from 
Other Federal Funds to General Funds (-$258,107/-$258,107 P;  $161,317/$161,317 A). 

• Add 10 permanent positions and general funds for the implementation of the Hawaii 
Interagency Biosecurity Plan ($394,110/$615,852 A). 

• Add general funds for fire and emergency response ($300,000/$300,000 A). 
• Add general funds for Rapid Ohia Death (ROD) response ($500,000/$500,000 A). 
• Add general funds for Hawaii Invasive Species Council (HISC) per Hawaii Interagency 

Biosecurity Plan ($1,000,000/$1,000,000 A). 
• Federal Fund ceiling adjustment based on anticipated federal fund awards  

($500,000/$500,000 P). 
• Full year funding for Forester IV position ($26,478/$26,478 A). 
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LNR 806 Parks Administration and Operation 
To manage, maintain and enhance state park operations and infrastructure and programs for the 
public by providing statewide administrative and interpretive services, formulating overall policies 
and plans, and determining current and future needs for state parks and Land Water Conservation 
Fund supported activities.  To provide public safety and quality to recreational and cultural park 
experience while minimizing potential impacts to natural and cultural resources when developing 
and operating state parks. 
 

• Transfer-out 1 Accountant position and funds to LNR 906 
 ( -$36,468 / -$36,468 A ). 

• Federal Fund ceiling adjustment based on anticipated federal fund awards  
( -$218,456  /  -$1,218,456 P ). 

• Add general funds for 4 current county lifeguard services contracts 
($1,546,456/$1,546,456 A). 

• Special Fund ceiling increase for fringe benefit adjustment ($120,160/$120,160 B). 
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LNR 906 LNR – Natural Physical Environment 
To enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of the Department by formulating policies, directing 
and coordinating operations. Fiscal management, information technology. Communication and 
personnel, and providing other core administrative support services. 
 
The Kaho’olawe Island Reserve Commission (KIRC) manages Kaho’olawe, its surrounding 
waters, and its resources, in trust for the general public and for a future Native Hawaiian sovereign 
entity.  The KIRC is placed administratively under the Department. 
 
The Aha Moku Executive Committee, through its Executive Director, helps to identify indigenous 
practices for natural resource management, fosters understanding and practical use of native 
Hawaiian resource knowledge, methodology and expertise, and sustains the State’s marine, land, 
cultural,  agricultural , and natural resources through providing community education and fostering 
cultural awareness on the benefits of the Aha Moku system. 
 

• Transfer-in 3.25 FTE Accountant positions from various programs 
 ($148,665/$148,665 A). 

• Transfer-in 1.75 FTE Accountant positions from various programs 
 ($156,044/$156,044 N). 

• Transfer-in 2.00 FTE Accountant positions from LNR 801 ($168,269/$168,269 B). 
• Federal Fund ceiling adjustment based on anticipated federal fund awards 

($21,000/$21,000 N). 
• Full year funding for two (2) Accountant IV positions ($52,956/$52,956 A). 
• Add general funds for Aha Moku Advisory Committee  ($22,000/$22,000 A). 
• Change the means of financing for Aha Moku Executive Director from Trust Funds to 

General Funds ( -$152,871 /  -$152,871 T; $78,000 / $78,000 A). 
• Add 1 temporary position and general funds for Kaho’olawe Island Reserve Commission 

($153,000/$153,000 A). 
• Special Fund ceiling increase for fringe benefit adjustment ($169,320/$169,320 B). 
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Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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FORM A   

Date Prepared/Revised: :

OR 7
Program ID/Org. Code:  LNR 906AA
Program Title:  Natural Physical Environment Request Category:

Department Contact:  Cynthia Gomez Phone: 587-0340 Trade-Off/Transfer (+)           (-)
Conversion of Unbudgeted Positions 

I. TITLE OF REQUEST:  FULL YEAR FUNDING Fixed Cost/Entitlement 
                            Federal Fund Adjustment Req 

Description of Request:  Full year funding for two Accountant positions. Governor's Initiatives 
Health, Safety, Court Mandates 
Full Year Funding for New Positions         X
Adjustment for Non-Recurring Items 
Other 

II. OPERATING COST SUMMARY

FY 22 FY 23 FY 24 FY 25
FTE (P) FTE (T) ($) FTE (P) FTE (T) ($) ($ thous) ($ thous) ($ thous) ($ thous)

A.  Personal Services 52,956 52,956 52 52 52 52

B.  Other Current Expenses

C. Equipment

L.  Current Lease Payments

M.  Motor Vehicles

TOTAL REQUEST 0.00 0.00 52,956 0.00 0.00 52,956 52 52 52 52

By MOF:
A 52,956 52,956 52 52 52 52
B
N
P
R
S
T
U

W
X

III. OPERATING COST DETAILS FY 22 FY 23 FY 24 FY 25
MOF FTE (P) FTE (T) ($) FTE (P) FTE (T) ($) ($ thous) ($ thous) ($ thous) ($ thous)

A.  Personal Services (List all positions)

FY 20 Request FY 21 Request

FB 19-21 BUDGET
OPERATING BUDGET ADJUSTMENT REQUEST

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Department Priority:

FY 20 Request FY 21 Request

ccastkv
Highlight

ccastkv
Highlight
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FORM A   

Date Prepared/Revised: :
FB 19-21 BUDGET

OPERATING BUDGET ADJUSTMENT REQUEST
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Position (Pseudo)#91907, 
Accountant IV

A 26,478 26,478 26 26 26 26

Position (Pseudo)#91942, 
Accountant IV

A 26,478 26,478 26 26 26 26

Other Personal Services

Fringe Benefits

Turnover Savings
Subtotal Personal Service Costs 0.00 0.00 52,956 0.00 0.00 52,956 52 52 52 52

By MOF A 0.00 0.00 52,956 0.00 0.00 52,956 52 52 52 52
B 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 0 0 0 0 0
N 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 0 0 0 0 0

B.  Other Current Expenses (List by line item)

Subtotal Other Current Expenses 0 0 0 0 0 0
By MOF A 0 0 0 0 0 0

B 0 0 0 0 0 0
N 0 0 0 0 0 0

C. Equipment (List by line item)

Subtotal Equipment 0 0 0 0 0 0
By MOF A 0 0 0 0 0 0

B 0 0 0 0 0 0
N 0 0 0 0 0 0

L.  Current Lease Payments (Note each lease)

Subtotal Current Lease Payments 0 0 0 0 0 0
By MOF A 0 0 0 0 0 0

B 0 0 0 0 0 0
N 0 0 0 0 0 0

M.  Motor Vehicles (List Vehicles)

Subtotal Motor Vehicles 0 0 0 0 0 0
By MOF A 0 0 0 0 0 0
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FORM A   

Date Prepared/Revised: :
FB 19-21 BUDGET

OPERATING BUDGET ADJUSTMENT REQUEST
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

B 0 0 0 0 0 0
N 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL REQUEST 0.00 0.00 52,956 0.00 0.00 52,956 52 52 52 52

IV. JUSTIFICATION OF REQUEST

V. RELATIONSHIP OF THE REQUEST TO STATE PLAN OR FUNCTIONAL PLAN
N/A

VI. INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND TECHNOLOGY
N/A

VII. IMPACT ON OTHER STATE PROGRAMS/AGENCIES
N/A

VIII. IMPACT ON FACILITY REQUIREMENTS (R&M, CIP)
N/A

IX. EXTERNAL CONFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS
N/A

X. REQUIRED LEGISLATION (Please specify appropriate statutes; i.e., HRS)
N/A

XI. OTHER COMMENTS

Funds are needed to cover the full year salary of the two Accountant positions.









































 

1 
 

 
 
 

KŪKULU KE EA A KANALOA 

KAHO‘OLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION 
811 Kolu Street, Suite 201, Wailuku, HI 96793 
Telephone (808) 243-5020 Fax (808) 243-5885 

Website: http://kahoolawe.hawaii.gov 
 
 

Testimony of 
MICHAEL K. NĀHO`OPI`I 

Executive Director 
 

Before the Senate Committee on 
 

WATER & LAND 
 

Friday, February 01, 2019 
1:15 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 
 

In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 924 

RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

Senate Bill 924 appropriates funds for operating expenses of the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR).  The Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission (KIRC) strongly supports this 
measure.  
 
This measure includes funding for KIRC position and operating expenses appropriated by Act 
140, SLH 2018 to continue for fiscal years 2019-2020 and 2020-2021. The KIRC critically needs 
the continuation of this position and funds in the upcoming biennium to support volunteers, 
contractors and KIRC staff while on Kaho`olawe.  This includes housing, on-island 
transportation, repair and maintenance of our buildings and infrastructure and safety equipment 
and supplies.  Additionally, the funds are necessary to support the operations, repair and 
maintenance of the KIRC’s landing craft, which is the primary means of transporting people, 
supplies and equipment to Kaho`olawe. 
 
Due to the vacancy of the KIRC Cultural Resource Project Coordinator position in 2016, the 
KIRC was not able to include this position with those authorized in Act 49, SLH 2017.  This 
position is necessary to review and coordinate the various request to use the Kaho`olawe Island 
Reserve for Native Hawaiian cultural practices; conduct regular surveys and archaeological 
preservation of the island’s 612 archaeological sites and 2,063 features; and to oversee the 
KIRC’s Kaho`olawe Island Burial Council and island-wide National Historical Register status.  
 
Funding for the Cultural Resource Project Coordinator position has been recently released in 
October 2018 and authorization to fill granted in December 2018.  The KIRC is currently 
screening applicants and intends to immediately fill the position. 
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Testimony of The Nature Conservancy of Hawaiʻi 
Supporting S.B. 277, 922, 923, 924, 1140 and 1490 Relating to the Dept. of Land & Natural Resources 

Senate Committee on Water and Land 
Friday, February 1, 2019, 1:15PM, Room 229  

 
The Nature Conservancy of Hawai‘i is a non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation of the lands and waters upon which all life depends. The 
Conservancy has helped protect more than 200,000 acres of natural lands in Hawai‘i and Palmyra Atoll. We manage 40,000 acres in 13 nature preserves and 
work in over 30 coastal communities to help protect the near-shore reefs, waters and fisheries of the main Hawaiian Islands.  We forge partnership with 
government, private parties and communities to protect  forests and coral reefs for their ecological values and the many benefits they provide to people. 
 
 
The Nature Conservancy supports the Department of Land and Natural Resources’ operational and 
capital budget requests for: 
 

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT 
(LNR172, 402, 407): Base general 
funding for forest management 
programs, plus $5.583m in FY20 
and $4.992m FY21 in CIP funds for 
animal management fencing that 
provides long-term protection for  
watershed forests statewide. 
 
INVASIVE SPECIES (LNR402): 
Base general funding, plus an 
additional $1,000,000/year to the 
Hawaiʻi Invasive Species Council 
and 10 additional departmental 
positions to address pest threats to 
Hawaiʻi’s economy, environment 
and quality of life, and an additional 
$800,000/yr. to address the critical 
threat of Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Death. 

 
LEGACY LAND PROTECTION (LNR101): Requested spending ceiling increase of $2,364,905 to help 
protect priority coastal, agricultural, historic, cultural, forest, and recreational resources. 
 
AQUATIC RESOURCES (LNR153, 401, 805): Base general funding and staff support to address the 
health and productivity of Hawaiʻi’s marine resources, including an aquatic resources program manager 
and three aquatic biologist positions. 
 
CONSERVATION ENFORCEMENT (LNR405): Funding for the Division of Conservation and Resources 
Enforcement to convert temporary positions to permanent to operate the successful community fisheries 
enforcement units on four islands.  
  
These budget items contribute to the resilience, sustainability and continued health of our 
islands’ environment, economy, and quality of life. Thank you for appreciating the critical 
importance of protecting our limited and exhaustible natural resources so that they will continue 
to support us with fresh water, productive fisheries and farmlands, cultural treasures, and a 
healthy lifestyle.  

Wainiha Valley, Kauaʻi before & after fencing and animal control. 

February 13, 2014                   June 27, 2016           June 14, 2017 
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The Trust For Public Land’s Testimony In Support Of SB 924 Relating 
To The Department of Land and Natural Resources 
Senate Committee on Ways & Land, Conf. Room 229 

Friday, February 1, 2019, 1:15 p.m. 
 
Aloha e Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Committee Members: 
  
The Trust for Public Land supports SB924’s proposed increase of the 
spending ceiling cap of the Legacy Land Conservation Program by 
$2,364,905 in fiscal years 2019-20 and 2020-21.  We would like to clarify that 
we understand this $2,364,905 to be an increase over the existing cap of $5.1 
million, and that the total spending limit would thus be over $7.4 million.  The 
Trust for Public Land also supports other DLNR requests in this bill for 
funding for invasive species interventions, Kaho‘olawe, and climate change 
resiliency. 
 
The Trust for Public Land was part of a coalition legislators and community 
and environmental groups that worked together to enact the Legacy Land 
Conservation Program in 2005, which sets aside funding from the real estate 
conveyance tax to conserve land and special places throughout Hawai‘i Nei.  
Currently, HRS Section 247-7(1) provides that: “Ten per cent or $6,800,000, 
whichever is less, shall be paid into the land conservation fund established 
pursuant to section 173A-5.”  However, for the past several years, the 
Legislature has imposed a secondary and even lower spending ceiling cap of 
$5.1 million in the annual State budget.  This has caused a large unallocated 
pool of money (approximately $16 million) to build up in the fund that the 
DLNR and Legacy Land Conservation Program cannot spend or use for land 
conservation, as the Legislature and supporters of the program originally 
intended. 
 
The Legacy Land Conservation Program has conserved significant cultural 
sites, watersheds that produce our drinking, important habitat for native 
species, agricultural land that increases our food security, beaches and 
coastal areas enjoyed by all.  Each year, there are many more worthy 
projects than there is available funding.  We urge the Legislature to increase 
the secondary spending ceiling cap in the annual budget, and the statutory 
cap if appropriate. 
 
I apologize that I cannot be present at the hearing of this bill due to 
scheduling conflicts. 

 
     Me ke aloha,  

 
 
Lea Hong 
Hawaiian Islands State Director 
Edmund C. Olson Trust Fellow 
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